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Marketing scam? 


By EVERSON TAVERAS 
Correspondent 


Speculation has stirred among 
NECC students. Bright, green 
posters have mysteriously 
appeared on bulletin boards all 
over the Haverhill campus. 
Students are calling it a scam and 
are appalled that they are the focal 
point of a scheme which targets 
innocent students looking to make 
a quick buck. Many claim it is a 
trap, but how many can actually 
prove it? 

Fresh off the bat, they propose 
an array of lucrative benefits that 
sound too good to be true: flexible 
hours, base pay and steady income, 
job experience, scholarship pro- 
grams and much more just by dial- 
ing the number on the poster or by 
going to the website provided, 
leaving enough room for skepti- 
cism to branch out. With unem- 
ployment on the rise and the econ- 
omy at its highest low, why arenkt 
students springing at this opportu- 
nity? 

Doesn’t it sound worthwhile to 


those looking for seasonal work or 
just extra money to spend or save 
for the holidays? Restrained by 
cynicism and a fear of the 
unknown, students reserve judg- 
ment and keep their thoughts to 
themselves, which can do nothing 
but hurt the Vector Marketing 
Corporation, a company looking to 
clean their slate of accusations and 
to find a resolution to the issue at 
hand before New Year’s can beat 
them to it. 

Vector Marketing Corporation 
markets for Cutco Cutlery 


Corporation, a premium line of 


kitchen cutlery that comes with a 
forever guarantee that ensures 
results or your money back. 
Producing annual sales that teeter 
on $200 million dollars, and over 
250 offices open in North America, 
Vector Marketing guarantees suc- 
cess, according to the company. 
Not only do they provide train- 
ing at no cost, but because they are 
so confident in their employeeks 
ability to produce and potential to 
succeed, they provide a base pay of 
$15/hr, commission-free, regard- 
less of whether or not he or she 
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Posters such as this are 
all over campus. Is it a 
scam? 


makes a sale, to motivate he,or she 
to aspire for success, according to 
the company. 

With a stellar record of success 
and outstanding customer satisfac- 
tion, Vector Marketing looks to pin 
the tail on the donkey for | billion 
dollars annually, the company says. 


Continued on Page 6 
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macs it smell 
like bacon? 
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Jason Spinney, NECC Student and member of the 
Bacon Boardgamers clubs poses above as part of the 
Campus Catalyst happening on campus. 


Student breaks down the barrier 


Challenges prove 
difficult, but student 
overcomes 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


Ten years ago, Andres Guzman, 
a student at Northern Essex first 
moved to the United States from the 
Dominican Republic. 

At the time, Guzman was 
nearly thirty and had a family 
to support, a wife and young 
daughter. But, there was a major 
obstacle facing Guzman, he did- 
n't know one word of English. 

Besides facing a major cul- 
ture shock, Guzman described 
the biggest barrier being the 
language for him. He couldn't 


understand others and _ they 
couldn't understand them. 
He worked several jobs 


including one as a truck driver. 


However, to better himself 
and his family, Guzman decided 
to learn the language. 

He enrolled in ESL classes at 
NECC and began to understand 
and speak the native language. 

“The biggest issue was the lan- 
guage. It is 


criminal justice classes, he was 
extremely successful. He even 
received ‘Student of the Month’ 
for this past October. 

In addition to this, Guzman 
is an active member of the cam- 
pus community and is a supple- 


member of our community and 
an amazing illustration of what 
you can accomplish with hard 
work and dedication.” 

Due to his commitments at 
NECC, Guzman has had to cut 
back on his work, which has 

significantly 


really hard,” 
Guzman Said. 
“It's hard 


because we 
only focus on 
work and fami- 
ly. Not. on 
communica- 


t’s hard because w 
and family. Not o 


— Andres Guzman “| 


'y focus on work 
unication. 


reduced his income. 
he is fine 
with this because he 


However, 
sees this as an 
investment for the 
future. 

feel better 
because I am making 


tion. 

“But, Northern Essex is the 
best place for learning English 
in New England. Other schools 
aren't as helpful, they just care 
about the money. Everybody 
helps you, they want to help 
the community.” 

Guzman thoroughly enjoyed 
his classes and enrolled in 


ment instructor for biology. 
“He's always friendly and 
you can always count on him to 
have a great sense of humor,” 
Kristen Arnold said, a transfer 
advisor PACE. “He's also the 
type of person who goes above 
and beyond to help others... 
“He's been an invaluable 


an investment for the 
future,” he said. 

Guzman will be receiving 
his associate's degree in crimi- 
nal justice at the. end of the 
month. In January, he will trav- 
el to UMass Lowell, 
hopes to receive his bachelor's 


where he 


and master's in criminal jus- 
tice. 
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Andres Guzman came to 
the United States and 
learned to speak fluent 
English in addition to _work- 
ing full time to support his 
family and _ attending 
Northern Essex Community 
College. ; 


Wash your 
hands, please 


Lurking on various surface at 
Northern Essex are microorgan- 
isms known as germs. 

These germs are waiting to 
attach our immune system and 
cause us to have a coughing fit 
and spew phlegm in various 
directions. 

Although, there is common 
knowledge out there that if one 
feels the need to ‘hack up some- 
thing' than it is polite to cough 
into their shoulder. 

Despite this common knowl- 
edge being prevalent in society 
people either choose to ignore 
this or want to spread their conta- 
gious germs throughout the air 


because they dislike 
humanity. 

Frankly, a person can take so 
much of observing this behavior 
before they become 'sick of it’, 
both metaphorically and literally. 

Thus, 


we would like to kindly remind 


here at the Observer, 
people to cover their mouth when 


coughing and to wash their 
hands 

As in the current recession, 
Germ-X 


and Airborne that one can afford 


there is only so much 
to fight off ailments. 

Long story short, cover your 
mouth and for the love of human- 
ity WASH YOUR HANDS! 


all of 
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Do you support the Salvation Army? 


Crystal Curran 
Nursing & Laboratory 
Science 

“Actually, yes. Ido. 'ma 
member of it.” 


Do you need 


Alexandra Lynch 
English/Education 
“Yep.” 


Lauren Swymer 
American Sign Language 
“Yeah -- Definitely. I actu- 
ally gave a dollar a couple 
weeks ago, I believe.” 


Daniel Dwyer Stacey Felix Donéa Robinson 
Liberal Arts Writing Physical Education 
“Um, financially, no, but on “I don’t really know “Yes.” 


moral standards, yes, I do 


nate ad much about it.” 
support their mission. 


Photos/Interviews by Thomas Shamma 


to contact us? 


Address 


Rm. C222 Spurk, 100 Elliott Street, 


Haverhill, MA 01830 


Newsroom 
978-556-3633 
Adviser 
978-556-3397 


Advertising 
978-556-3397 


Email 


Observer@necc.mass.edu 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publica- 
tion may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the 
newsroom, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- | 
cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject 
line or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
“Include Letter to Editor in the subject line 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


Faculty Adviser: Mary Jo Shafer 


Have you taken or 
and would like to be on staff? Then submit your 
resume and to observer@necc.mass.edu 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 


- we reserve the right i j 
are currently taken Journalism | Ot ee of ed Bee cee 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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Hang on to your spare change 


Why thé Salvation 
Army doesn t deserve 


your donations 


By THOMAS SHAMMA 
Opinion Editor 


It’s the time of year when bell- 
ringers and red buckets begin to 
appear outside every department 
store. The spirit is admirable -- lead- 
ing up to Christmas, it’s nice to see 
the thick atmosphere of consumerism 
punctured by the occasional plea to 
think, for a moment, not just of your- 
self or your loved ones (with whom 
you'll be exchanging the gifts you’re 
buying), but to give a little to people 
who will never pay you back, 
because they have nothing to give. 

It’s an important gesture, and 
these bell-ringers are an important 
reminder. But I suggest that, when 
you feel compelled to reach into your 
pocket for the Salvation Army this 
season, you should suppress that 
compulsion and keep walking. 

It may make you feel deeply 
guilty to do so, and I understand. In 
fact, that feeling of guilt might be the 
motivation you need to go home and 
make a donation to asdifferent chari- 
ty -- perhaps Goodwill, or the Red 
Cross. 

But the Salvation Army has fall- 
en deeply and consistently short of 
using your donations to do “the most 
good,” as their motto claims. In fact, 
in the past and continuing today, they 


display a consistent pattern of sys- 
temic and procative homophobia. 

The Salvation Army is anti-gay. 

They wouldn’t put it in quite 
those words, of course. If you go to 
their website, and click on “What We 
Believe” under the “About Us” 
menu, you can find their views on 
homosexuality. 

There, they explain that they 
“{hold] a positive view of human 
sexuality. 

“Where a man and a woman love 
each other, sexual intimacy is under- 
stood as a gift of God to be enjoyed 
within the context of heterosexual 
marriage.” 

Note that they said a man and a 
woman. They make it clearer later 
on: 

“Scripture forbids sexual intima- 
cy between members of the same sex. 
The Salvation Army believes, there- 
fore, that Christians whose sexual 
orientation is primarily or exclusive- 
ly same-sex are called upon to 
embrace celibacy as a way of life. 

“There is no scriptural support 
for same-sex unions as equal to, or as 
an alternative to, heterosexual mar- 
riage.” 

So, we know that they state an 
explicit policy of opposition to 
LGBT rights. But that doesn’t neces- 
sarily mean it carries over into their 
real actions, right? 

But in 2004, the Salvation Army 
in New York City fought a bill that 
would have required them (and every 
other organization in New York) to 
provide the same legal benefits to 
gay staffers as they did to straight 
ones. 


grams, and HIV services. They 
threatened to cease providing $250 
million worth of care if the city 
required them to treat gay employees 
as legally equal to straight employ- 
ees. 

Mayor Bloomberg vetoed the 


bill. 

These are just two of the many 
examples the Salvation Army has 
provided of.consistent homophobia. 

I realize this is a hard time of 
year for a lot of people, and if you 
have the money to spare, it can feel 
wrong not to do what you can with 
your extra change. The holidays are 
a great excuse to make a donation. 

But take the time to do some 


: photo by Damion Wasylow 
This bucket may be effective at generating guilt, but it’s not the most effective use 
of your pocket change. 


They didn’t just voice opposition, 
though. They fought it by threaten- 
ing to close all of their soup kitchens, 
homeless shelters, foster care pro- 


research, find a charity you really 
like, whose practices you can respect. 
There are plenty of organizations out 
there who do a lot of good without 
putting any of your money into deny- 
ing the rights of you, or your friends, 
or your neighbors. 

Don’t just drop your pocket 
change into the first red bucket you 
see. 


“WINTER INTERSESSION - 


at Fisher College 


-MG304 Leadership and Ethics 


-MK201 Principles of Marketing 
-PS315 Social. Psychology 


-SOIOI Introduction to Sociology 


Online Course Offerings: 


-CMIOI Introduction to Mass Communication 
-CS108 Advanced Computer Applications 


-EN303 Selected Themes in Modern World Literature 


-MG441I Business Policy and Strategic Management 


Term runs from January 2-January 22, 2012. Contact 
617-236-8866 or abertram@fisher.edu for questions. 


Register today at www.fisher.edu 
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Circus Elephants 


Ringling Bros., 
They re elephants, 


not clowns 


Los ANGELES TIMES 
Via MCT Campus 


The company behind the Ringling 
Bros. and Barnum & Bailey circus has 


agreed to pay a civil penalty of 


$270,000 as part of a settlement with 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
which oversees enforcement of the 
Animal Welfare Act. The agreement 
noted that more than a dozen inspec- 
tions had resulted in reports of non- 
compliance with regulations, from 
improper fencing to temporarily losing 
control over an animal to allowing a 
zebra to escape. The USDA had also 
launched four investigations into the 
circus over the last two years, accord- 
ing to a spokesman, that might have led 


to findings of more serious violations 
before the settlement ended all inquiry. 
Although the fee is the highest ever 
assessed against an animal exhibitor 
under the welfare statute, it's peanuts 
for the circus. And Feld Entertainment 
Inc. did not admit wrongdoing but 
pledged to institute mandatory animal 
welfare training for all employees and 
to designate a compliance officer. 
Those are conscientious moves, 
but Feld should do more. For a decade, 
animal welfare groups have filed law- 
suits and federal complaints against the 
circus for its handling of exotic ani- 
mals, particularly elephants, contend- 
ing that the circus chains them for 
hours, subjects them to arduous road 
travel and uses bull hooks to make 
them comply with commands. The 
time is long past for elephants in the 
circus ring. For their part, Feld officials 
have vigorously defended their opera- 
tion's concern for animal welfare. The 
company's website says the elephants 
are well housed, transported and cared 
for, and perform a scant hour or two on 


show days. In addition, Feld proudly 
says it is breeding endangered Asian 
elephants at its conservation center in 
Florida. 

If Feld officials care as much as 
they say they do about animals _ partic- 
ularly the planet's largest land mam- 
mals _ they should retire them from 
performance. Short of that, they should 
retire from the road any elephants suf- 
fering from arthntis _ the plague of 
captive, older elephants 

At a time when zoos are spending 
millions to find better ways to care for 
elephants _ building them extensive 
habitats and minimizing or even forbid- 
ding unobstructed contact with keep- 
ers, thus eliminating the need for bull 
hooks for protection _ this would be a 
good time for Feld to stop selling the 
old-school animal circus. Until that 
time, circus patrons who find animal 
acts troubling can register their dis- 
pleasure by not attending. If they want 
to see a pachyderm, Tina, Jewel and 
Billy are at the Los Angeles Zoo every 
day. 


We want to hear from you. 


Send let 


“opinion columns 


to thé NECC Qbserver: 


.mass.edu 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


Register for your classes before you leave for the 
m semester. Meet with your assigned advisor who 
} can be found on self service under “Who is my 
Advisor?” Register early to get the classes and 
schedule you want - and avoid long lines! 


} Current Students’ 
> Registration 
» November 7 — December 14 


> For more information, visit 


www.necc.mass.edu/next-steps 


a Northern Essex 
; Community College 


Earn Your 


information Session = J 
} sk ¢ bout our new 


RT TO BS IN MEDICAL IMAGING 


Designed for the associate degree or diploma technologist to 
continue their education for professional growth. The student will 
earn a Bachelor of Science degree with a major in Medical Imaging. 


Double-standards in 
policing Occupy 
Boston suggest overt 
denial of rights 


By THOMAS SHAMMA 
Opinion Editor 


The police in Boston are cur- 
rently prevented by 
restraining order to intervene 
with the Occupy Boston camp, 
presently working to prepare for 
winiter. But that hasn’t stopped 
them attempting to sabotage the 
protest. 

The logic by which the city is 
currently arguing that the protest 
is that the 
protesters are incapable of main- 
tiaining health standards of a per- 
manent or semi-permanent living 
space 

Aside from the obvious shal- 
lowness of the “It’s for your own 
good” argument of protest smash- 


being 


should be removed 


r BS at R 


“he 


oy Mk 


RN TO BS TO MS IN NURSING 
For the associate degree or diploma nurse or the registered nurse 


Weird logic 
in Occupy 
Boston law 


ing, the police last Thursday 
arrested three protesters attempt- 
ing to bring a kitchen sink into 
the park. 

Their goal was to set up a 
central station at which the camp 
could do their dishes more effi- 
ciently 

They've also been preventing 
protesters from bringing in sup- 
plies to winterize tents or 
improving their plumbing infra- 
structure. 

It moves past unfair and into 
the realm of Kafkaesque when 
protesters are being punished for 
attempting to solve the problems 
in their camp that the government 
is citing as reasons for ending the 
protest 

Even if you don’t support the 
99%, this is an obvious violation, 
not just of the rights of the pro- 
testers, but of the basic principles 
of fair play and common sense. 

And even if you think there’s 
nothing wrong with our present 
economic system, a government 
this incapable of grappling with 
basic logical consistency should 
be troubling to everyone 


TAKE YOUR DEGREE TO THE NEXT LEVEL! 


ege | 


who wants to continue education for professional growth. Earn 
both the bachelor’s and master’s degree with a major in Nursing. 


RN TO MS IN NURSING FOR STUDENTS HOLDING 
A NON-NURSING BACHELOR’S DEGREE 


program. 


A program for registered nurses who have a non-nursing bachelor’s 
degree. Nurses in this program enter directly into the master’s 


www.regiscollege.edu/gradschool 


Office of Graduate Admission 
781-768-7330 = graduatedepartment@regiscollege.edu 
235 Wellesley Street = Weston, MA 02493 


Bring Your Purpose. Find Your Path. 


’ engagement 


News 
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U.S soldier returns home to NECC 


“One-woman unit’ 
strives for degree in 
education at NECC 


CourRTESY OF NECC 
NEWSROOM 


Before Specialist Jillian Hoiseth 
was deployed to Afghanistan 
with her Army Reserve unit, the 
24-year-old Newburyport native 
was pretty sure she wanted to 
become a teacher. By the time 
she returned home she was cer- 
tain of it. Now she is enrolled at 
Northern Essex to make that hap- 
pen. 

After arriving in Afghanistan, 
Jillian was initially a one-woman 
unit who recruited other female 
soldiers to create a “female 
team”. This team 
focused on educating Afghan 
women on their constitutional 
rights as well as getting them and 
their children educated. Her 
group was responsible for hold- 
ing the first “shura” or women’s 
meeting in 34 years in the Urgun 
District. More than 400 women 
attended the shura when only 20 
were expected. 

After working with these 
women and their children, Jillian 
_ knew she found her calling. What 
her team discovered was that the 
female villagers and children, as 
well as many of the men, were 
illiterate which made them unem- 
ployable. In addition to deliver- 


ing snacks, winter clothes, 
hygiene kits, and backpacks full 
of books to the children — partic- 
ularly the girls, they also estab- 
lished a sewing program as a 
means for the women to make 
money. 

With materials donated from 
other organizations, her team 
helped build two prefab schools 
for girls and implement a radio 
literacy program which supplied 
children with books and a hand- 
held radio. The local radio sta- 
tion arranged for someone to 
read the books over the airwaves 
so the children could read along. 

Jillian and her team’s accom- 
plishments were closely followed 
the children in her mother’s 
classroom at the Bresnahan 
School in Newburyport. Upon 
her return Jillian visited the 
classroom. Her visit was the cul- 
mination of a larger unit taught 
by her mother. Students wrote 
letters to soldiers as part of their 
English class and practiced their 
mathematics by evenly distribut- 
ing items in care packages for the 
soldiers. 

A 2006 Newburyport High 
School graduate, Jillian could 
never have imagined she could 
impact so many lives or that 
somany lives could impact her 
life. After high school graduation 
Jillian attended Stephens College 
where she studied equestrian sci- 
ence. In 2008, she followed in 
her father’s boot steps and joined 
the reserves. In 2009 she com- 


pleted her basic training. While 
waiting to be deployed she lived 
with a relative in California and 
worked as an aid in a special 
needs classroom. It was there 
that she started to think maybe 
her future was with children and 
not horses. 

While serving in Afghanistan, 


Jillian enrolled in college cours- 
es online through a California 
community college. When she 
returned to the states she trans- 
ferred in 18 credit hours to 


Northern Essex. She hopes to 
transfer to a four-year college 
this summer to begin working 
toward her bachelor’s degree and 


then earn a master’s degree in 
education. 

“T like it here,” she says. I love 
all my classes. They are definite- 
ly challenging. It has a small 
school feel where the professors 
are interested in the students and 
their goals.” 


Photo Story: NECC Student Senate discusses various campus issues 


photo by Andy Robinson 


The Student Senate last week discussed the loosely enforced “no-smoking 
policy,” as well as further streamlining student opinions into the weekly meetings. 
President Lane Glenn stopped by to answer a list of questions prepared by the 


senate. 


Dumpster-diver's thesis: 
Good stuff going to waste 


(MCT) 

SEATTLE He's an anthropology 
grad student, so David Giles has one 
foot in the ivory tower. But the other 
one? It's squarely in the garbage. 

For his doctoral thesis, the University 
of Washington student is examining 
how cultural assumptions of what is 
appetizing lead to the disposal of sur- 
plus, edible food. He's become a pro 
at vaulting into Dumpsters, picking 
through their contents and befriend- 
ing people who make a meal of other 
people's leftovers. 

In short: Giles is a Dumpster-diver. 
The 31-year-old Australia native 
hopes his work will raise awareness 
of the volume of edible food that gets 
thrown out and will prompt people to 
think about how they might get more 
food into the hands of the hungry _ 
perhaps by giving it to a food bank or 
handing it out to the homeless in a 
park. 

"The first thing that hits you in the 
face is how good the stuff in the 

: Dumpster is,” Giles said. "It's thrown 
away because it's not profitable." 

For Giles, the insight he's gained 
from leaping into the trash raises 
important philosophical questions: 
"What makes a thing valuable, and 
suddenly not valuable?” 

Giles became interested in 
Dumpster-diving (which, in most 
cases, is legal) as an undergraduate at 


the University of California, Davis, 
when he began rescuing furniture out 
of Dumpsters. He soon became 
aware of a societal subculture: a net- 
work of people who sustain them- 
selves on throwaways. 

When he began working on his doc- 
torate in anthropology, he decided to 
make a more scholarly exploration of 
the availability of edible discarded 
food. He also explored the Dumpster- 
diving culture, doing extensive inter- 
views with people who feed them- 
selves this way. After he finishes his 
thesis next year, he plans to write a 
book about his research. 

Giles' academic adviser, associate 
professor of anthropology Danny 
Hoffman, said he's learned a lot about 
Seattle and its subcultures through 
Giles' work. "He's definitely living 
out the project, and that's part of what 
makes him a great anthropologist," 
he said. 

One evening in mid-October, Giles 
went on a Dumpster-diving trip in 
Sodo, within sight of Safeco Field. 
Several of the Dumpsters here serve 
as the last stop for food from the 
city's most upscale grocery chains. 
Making a quick survey over the open 
top of a Dumpster that smelled faint- 
ly of rotting food, Giles placed his 
hands on the edge and vaulted into 
the container. He ducked down and 
disappeared from sight for a moment, 


then came up with an unopened plas- 
tic container of juice _ one of those 
exotic-flavored varieties that sells for 
more than $3 apiece. 

On the right night, this Dumpster 
will be half-full of such bounty _ 
juices that have not yet reached their 
expiration date but have been cleared 
from the shelves to make way for 
fresher foods. "On the right day, it's 
fantastic," Giles said. 
Next up: a Dumpster just north of the 
University District, where a fresh- 
produce stand has discarded plum 
tomatoes and strawberries that are 
slightly overripe or flawed. 

"This is a perfectly good onion," he 
said, holding up the vegetable. "But 
it's ugly." In another Dumpster, he 
found a pumpkin with a smashed 
stem, some wilted asparagus and a 
large quantity of romaine lettuce. 
(Not a fan of lettuce, Giles ignored 
the romaine.) 

When he gets his vegetables home, 
he'll usually soak them in a sinkful of 
water to which he adds a half-cup of 
bleach, then rinse them. 

Giles has gotten his monthly grocery 
bill down to $100, but he knows peo- 
ple in the Dumpster-diving commu- 
nity who spend no money on food at 
all. That kind of dedication to finding 
food discards is time-consuming, 
though, and it helps to know the 
Dumpster dumping schedule in order 


to do it right, he said. 

Who else Dumpster-dives? Giles 
describes a counterculture group: stu- 
dents, punk rockers, left-wing 
activists and people who can't be 
pigeonholed into any group at all. 
Shelly Rotondo, executive director of 
Northwest Harvest, a food bank with 
offices around the state, agrees with 
Giles that a lot of food goes to waste. 
By one estimate, 25 percent of pro- 
duce is wasted. 

But she thinks food banks are doing a 
good job of capturing food and get- 
ting it into the hands of the hungry, 
and that most waste now comes from 
households or restaurants. Rotondo 
said fruits and vegetables with flaws 
and. imperfections never even reach 
the grocery-store shelves _ they're 
sent by distributors to the food bank. 

"Northwest Harvest does fantastic 
work," Giles, agreed. And yet, he's 
seen the Dumpster evidence that lots 
of food ends up in the trash. He has 
not tried to quantify the amount of 
edible food that is thrown out in the 
Seattle area. 

Dumpster discards and food 
banks have a shared history. The 
first food bank in the nation was 
founded when a community vol- 
unteer discovered that grocery 
stores were disposing of food 
that had damaged packaging or 
was near expiration, Rotondo 


said. 

"My sense is people are paying 
good attention to this," Rotondo 
said. "There is a system in place, 
and it's working pretty well." 
The food bank is careful not 
to serve its clients food that 
the employees would not eat 
themselves. That can mean 
screening out some food that 
might actually be OK to eat, she 
said. 

Giles hopes to encourage people 
to think a little harder about food 
that could be donated to the food 
bank, or even just given away to 
hungry strangers. He often works 
with a group, Food Not Bombs, 
that collects and cooks discarded 
produce from farmers markets 
and other sources, and serves it 
to homeless people in local 
parks. Giles also does public lec- 
tures at the UW on his work. 
Hoffman said Giles is raising good 
questions about food waste, how it's 
generated and how it's discarded. "It 
forces you to think about how we 
establish value, and what happens to 
things that are labeled as unwanted 
and unworthy," he said. 

"He's nobody's idea of a tweed jack- 
ch pipe-smoking _ professor," 
Hoffman added. "He's doing work 
that's very socially relevant." 
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Job ads 


Continued from Page 1 


But many students 
nationwide are leary of 
the company’s sales 
pitch. 

gt Gav their 
approach,’ says Mike 


Johnson, a part-time stu- 
dent at NECC. 

pet Bie Sh ge EE 
people have seen and 
been through, companies 
like this don’t stand a 
chance. People aren't 
willing to take chances 
anymore, and that’s 
detrimental to all those 
small, legitimate busi- 
nesses out there trying to 


the stuff 


make a statement as a 
credible company of 
good ethics and high 
standards. 

Students claim that 
the Vector Marketing 


Corporation is a scam. 
That they’re out to get 
honest college students 
looking to land a job in 
an economy that has 
nearly swallowed = and 
buried the workplace for 
struggling, inexperienced 
individuals. 

According to the aver- 
age passerby, Vector 
Marketing targets univer- 
sities and colleges 
because they know that 
there are always students 
there looking to get a job 


-Convenient Transfer Process 


and they have the energy, 
knowledge and capacity 
to get it done. 

“Who’s doing this? 
How is this kind of 
advertisement allowed on 
campus when its inten- 
tions are clearly unethi- 
cal and deceiving? 

“Whoever is doing this 
needs to stop. before 


“How is this kind of advertisment 


News 


dents. 
“High 
rewards,” 
Gonzalez, a 
NECC. 


risk, high 
says Cameron 
guitarist at 


“Naturally, we've 
been raised .to think 
cynically when 
approaching or being 


anything 
familiar 


approached by 
we aren’t 


allowed on campus?” 


-Johanna Michelle 


less like an ad that 
many donkt believe 
unless theykve heard or 
seen before.” 

Needless to say, 
Vector Marketing 
Corporation stands by 
their reputation as a 
legitimate business of 
high standards and 
enough -records, sales 
and reviews to back 
it up. 

As winter rolls in 
and families spend 
more time preparing 
meals at home, 
Vector Marketing 
looks to use this to 
their advantage to 
approach families 
that deserve a better 
quality set of 
kitchenware than the 


someone decides to sue 
the company. We come 
here to learn about our 
profession, not about 
Vector Marketing,” said 
Johanna Michelle, a 
Liberal Arts major at 
NE G'C, 

On the other hand, 
there are students that 
strongly disagree, stat- 
ing that Vector 
Marketing is, in fact, a 
legitimate company that 


Incentives 
for 


offers 
programs 


great 


and stu- 


% — 
gt ~S 


-Transfer Scholarships 
-Located in Downtown Boston 
-NAIA Division || Athletics 
-Study Abroad Opportunities 


Contact the Admissions Office to set up your 


individualized interview and tour of the campus. 


Phone: 617-236-8818 
E-mail: admissions@fisher.edu 


FISHER COLLEGE 


with. But that doesnkt 
mean we should auto- 
matically assume it is a 
scam because wekve 
never heard of it. 

“It could just be that 


ones they have at 
home., according to the 
company. 

Their focus is to make 
the most of your time in 
the kitchen in the most 
efficient and effective 


at NECC prove skeptical 


welcome all the help they 
can get, whether the stu- 
dent decides to go full- 
time or part time, long- 
term or short term with 
the company, the choice 
is as flexible, fun and 
rewarding, the company 
says. 
Vector 
extends 


Marketing 
their hand to 
NECC, to-helping stu- 
dents find jobs and pro- 
grams that will help their 
profession. But given the 
negative response it has 
received among a wide 
range of aporetic§ stu- 
dents at NECC, clearly 
they have some _ finer 
points of communication 
to work on besides the 
quality of their products. 

Though aplomb can 
sometimes exuberate 
determination and wor- 
thiness, it didnkt in this 
case for NECC students; 
it backfired repulsively, 
quickly becoming the 
essence of cologne that 


they are a new upcom- way possible, without the is over applied to a 
ing business, and hassle of dull blades, degree of intolerable 
they’re just simply rusty ladles and saucy cloying, and when the 
looking to hire people endings blowing out of heat builds, sometimes 
quick because they proportion, the company you just have to know 
have positions avail- says when to get out of the 
able. However, I will Seasonal work, espe- kitchen. 
say that their approach cially around December 
could have been a little and January, are huge for 
more subtle and a little the company, and they 

COLLEGE OF HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES AT 

WILLIAM PATERSON UNIVERSITY 

| 
Ed Lawrence 


www.fisher.edu 


Ed really knows how to make a point. He challenges the conventional 
wisdom, turns problems upside down, and examines every angle of an 
issue. So it’s no surprise that in the College of Humanities and Social 
Sciences at William Paterson University, he’s right at home. 


Major: Political Science 


pales 


[ Fina out what's 
next for you at an | 
upcoming event. | Make your reservation online at wpunj.edu/campusvisit 


Transfer Information Session 


Friday, February 24 


2:00 p.m 


BUILD YOUR CASE ar wittiam paterson university. 


WILLIAM 


PATERSON 


UNIVERSITY 
PLAN YOUR NEXT MOVE AT Wpunj.edu/campusvisit. 


What’s 
Happening? 


PTK Club members 
Imake sure to check out the web- 
Site ptk.org for upcoming schol- 
arship oppourtunites in the last 


linterestd in joining the PTK 
lub, contact Professor Andy 
orse at amorse@necc.mass.edu. 
Events Kid’s “Knight” Out- 
Support the NECC basketball 


arolina this spring for, what 
else? Spring training! Drop 
lyour kids off Saturday, 
[December 17 from 5-9 p.m. 
lat the NECC gym for fun and 
lgames. Ages 6-12. $25. 
Snacks and drinks will be 
available at the concesion 


Amanda McCarthy, 18, 


from Londonderry, NH, a music 
major at NECC won “Most 
onfident/Enthusiastic 
erformer’ at the “Music On & 
p-19 and Under” competition at 
he Hard Rock Cafe in Boston 


rom 12 noon to | p.m. in E254. 
SP will host exciting demon- 

lstrations with hands-on activities 
illustrating many important sci- 
entific principals. These seminars 
are Open to everyone on a drop i 
basis. Contact Mike Cross at 
Imcross@necc.mass.edu for onfo. 


Campus Life 
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Best in the nation 


Parnassus wins 2011 
ACP Pacemaker 
Award 


By Mary ELLEN 
D’ ANGELO-LOMBARI 
CAMPUS LIFE EDITOR 


The ENORMOUS news first 
reached the staff from the 
Parnassus Literary Magazine 


Facebook Page. Parnassus won the 
2011 Associated Collegiate Press 
Pacemaker Award for a two-year 
college literary magazine. The 
ACP Pacemaker is the highest 
award from the largest national 
membership organization for col- 
lege journalists. This year profes- 
sional journalists from 
Quintessence Publishing were the 
judges. Their criteria, as specified 
on their website, http://student- 
pressblogs.org/acp/?p=228, 
organized into four categories 

Content-Do the judges see 
diversity? Is it innovative and cur- 
rent? 

Quality of Writing and Editing- 
Is the writing free from grammati- 
cal and spelling errors? Are the 
authors creative, well read, origi- 
nal, and aware of the reader? 

Photography, Art 
Graphics-Do the photos provide 


was 


and 


photo courtesy of NECC newsroom 


Parnassus staff members Hannah Larrabee, NECC faculty, 
Chantal McGovern, Mary Ellen D’Angelo-Lombari, Patrick 
Lochelt, NECC English professor and faculty advisor, Tony 
Rossetti, Susan Stehfast, graphic designer and Michele Simon. 


strong centers of interest? Proper 
contrast? Sharp focus? Are there a 
variety of photos and graphics rep- 
resented? 

Layout and Design-Does the 
design accentuate and not domi- 
nate the content? Is there unity in 
the overall design? Does color 
enhance and not detract from the 
lay out? 

Overall concept and theme- Is 
the main concept fresh and engag- 
ing? Does it carry through the 
entire publication? 

A list of general comments 


from the judges can be found on 
the website 
http://studentpress.org/acp/win- 
ners/mpm11.html#comments. 
They include finding unique pres- 
entation among the winners, a 
sense of individuality, and a vari- 
ety of topics and ideas in both the 
literary and visual arts. 

How is Parnassus going to stay 
on top? “Get your writing and art 
together and submit!” says Patrick 
Lochelt, faculty advisor 
Parnassus. 


for 


What’s 
Happening? 


Students who are good in 
he disciplines of Math, English 
‘omp, and Psychology may want 
0 consider becoming a 
Supplemental Instructor. SI is a 
new program at NECC. It is 

esigned for certain “gateway” 
‘lasses such as Basic Writing, 
Basic Algebra, Intro to Psychology 
and English Comp I to help ensure 
student success. Contact your 
instructor in these disclpilines if 
lyou are interested. 

If you need a science 
ourse with a lab and comp class, 
onsider registering for the new 
earning Community “Infinite 
j : The Science of Science 

” taught by Professors 
Lisette Espinoza and Mark 
Reinhold. Sign up for CRN 2495 
and CRN 2496 when you register. 
ontact Trish Shade, LC co-ordina- 
or for more info on this and other 
Learning Communities offered this 


Daily shuttle service in 
he evenings between the Lawrence 
‘ampus at Franklin Street and the 

Haverhill Campus at C Spurk 
Building, is provided free of 
charge. The shuttle leaves 
Lawrence every hour from 3:15 
.m.-9:15 p.m. The shuttle leaves 
averhill every hour from 3:45 
Ip.m.-8:45 p.m. and at 10:15. 
ubmissions-Submit requests 
for posting to 
bserver@necc.mass.edu 


Alumni speak to students 


Communication/Arts 
Department Hosts 
Alumni Panel 


By Mary ELLEN 
D’ ANGELO-LOMBARI 
Campus Life Editor 


They loved it here so much 
they couldn't stay away. That was 
the general consensus among the 
four panel members at the alumni 
panel discussion hosted by the the 
new Communication/Arts 
Department. 

“This is our second year,” says 
Amy Callahan, chair of the depart- 
ment. “The alumni panel was put 
together to unite the new depart- 
ment, to recognize this community, 
and it is a great event for the stu- 
dents.” 

Allan Mayo, a self-professed 
non-traditional student, had been 
out of school some years before 
starting his four-year education 
here at NECC. 
areas, and this school helped me 
bump up my skills. They more than 
prepared me to continue my educa- 
tion at Salem State College, now 
Salem State University.” Mayo 
used the assessment centers here 
whenever he needed extra help. 

Lindsey Bombard came here 


“I was weak in 


directly from high school in 2001. 
She enrolled as a dance major. “I 
hopped around some but decided 
to come back and finish,” says 
Bombard. When she finished at 
NECC, she attended Fitchburg 
State. “Attending Fitchbug was a 
direct result of advising. It seemed 
to be a happy medium.” 

Tracy DiJulia had been out of 
school for some years teaching stu- 
dio.dance classes when she decid- 
ed to enroll at NECC to get her cer- 
tificate in dance. “I was getting a 
little stale in my profession, and it 
was time to liven things up,” says 
DiJulia. She loved it so much she 


at a time. 


David Willis came directly to ~ 


NECC from high school. Even 
though he was a fairly good stu- 
dent he lacked confidence. While 
he was at NECC he expanded his 
horizons. “I needed a smaller 
school, one where I could work 
directly with the professors. | did- 
n't know it at the time, but that 
built my confidence,” say Willis. 
He got an internship at the Eagle- 
Tribune through the journalism 
department here, coordinated by 
Amy Callahan. Today he works as 
a sports reporter for the Eagle- 
Tribune. 


“Stay focused, be dsc get rest, make good 


choices. Your friends, 


e good ones, will be there 


when the semester is over,” says DiJulia. 


stayed for her associates’ degree. “I 
took advantage of every opportuni- 
ty that came my way, even if it 
wasn't directly related to my ambi- 
tion.” DiJulia has decided to go 
forward with her education and 
obtain a bachelors' degree. She is 
looking for an institution where 
she can work on her degree a little 


The audience rewarded the 
panel with a rich round of interest- 
ing and varied questions. 'What is 
the last book you read?' was one of 
them. 

Willis said, “The Blind Side.” 

Mayo said, “Never Have Your 
Dog Stuffed by Alan Alda” 

Bombard said, “Out Of Oz, 


photo by Mary Ellen D’Angelo-Lombari 


Panelists Allan Mayo, Lindsey Bombard, Tracy DiJulia and 
David Willis answer questions from NECC students. 


The Final Volume in the Wicked 
Years.” 

Another question was “Did you 
ever loser confidence?” 

Bombard answered, “You have 
to keep the light at the end of the 
tunnel in your mind. Keep chang- 
ing your light. The first light is the 
application. The second light is 
attending. Put 
first.” 2 

Someone wanted to know what 
the transfer process was like. 

Mayo replied,” Salem took all 
sixty-two of my credits. They had 


your education 


to. Get in the joint admissions pro- 
gram. Just get in the program. Sign 
your name on teh dotted line.” 
Jim Murphy, theater professor, 
hosted the panel. He summed up 
the ambition and tenacity of the 
message the alumni panel por- 
trayed for their audience this way , 
“If you can picture yourself doing 
anything but what you're doing, 
follow the dream. If you get a dif- 
ferent picture, change the dream.” 


dentists, nurses, a phar- 
macist, non-medical ~~ 
volunteers and local 
translators had traveled} 
through Senegal to give 
acute medical care ing 
five villages there. 

Kuer Samba Ka, the 
first and most remote of. 
the villages, was eight 
hours from Dakar, and 
to arrive there, we 
bounced along in two 
vans to the sounds of 
lively African music 
over deeply rutted dirt 
roads, being thrown 
about as the van's tires 
fell into frequent pot 
holes. 

After midnight wel. 
arrived in Kuer Samba 
Ka, where the entire vil- 
lage awaited us, stand- 
ing in the darkness by 
the huts at the entrance to the village. 
They cheered as we. drove through, 
our headlights illuminating 
the women in their long, 
sacolorful dresses with 
matching headpieces 
swirled about their heads 
and the men in traditional 
‘ long robes or modern dress. 
My eyes welled up with 
tears when they caught their 
warm, sparkling eyes and 
the excited, smiling faces of 
> the children running toward 
our vans to greet us. 

The village leaders 
guided us toward a commu- 


By JANE THIEFELS 
Guest author 


Jane is a recently retired ESL 
professor who is also a Registered 
Nurse, having graduated from the 
NECC evening nursing program in 
2008. She has written this article in 
appreciation for the medical dona- 
tions received from NECC faculty, 
staff, students, and bookstore as well 
as Ana Jacques, Lawrence General, 
and Whittier —_ Rehabilitation 
Hospitals. 


Journey to the interior: Kuer 
Samba Ka and Wacka Ngouna 

Sitting in the Washington-Dulles 
Airport awaiting my connecting 
flight to Boston, my thoughts 


scanned back to early morning dark- 
ness thirteen hours earlier to another 
airport in Dakar, Senegal where | said 
good-bye to the country that hosted 
our International Medical Relief mis- 
sion there. Our team of 22 doctors, 


(ae ez nity center where we 
vl © unloaded our many bags 
Jane, pictured above with of medicines and person- 


al supplies. We were 


Senegalese children. soon served cups of goat 


Take an online winter course 
at Fitchburg State University 


Kuer Samba Ka’s children welcomes the group. 


milk with couscous. It was 2 am 
before any of us could settle down to 
sleep, either in tents in the courtyard 
or inside with our mats and mosquito 
nets. However, three hours later, we 
were jostled from sleep by the 
Muslim call to prayer amplified to an 
ear-splitting pitch over a loud speak- 
er. 

The official welcome 

We were soon ready to being our 
clinic work; however, the village 
culture’ dictated a pause. We were 
called to a welcoming meeting of the 


whole village, where the leaders of 


all the surrounding villages were 
seated on benches in their traditional 
robes and caps. 

Each one gave a long speech in 
Wolof, the dominant tribal language 
of Senegal, showing his appreciation 
for our visit and of International 


Undergraduate courses in: 


ART 

BIOLOGY 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
COMMUNICATIONS MEDIA 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE 

ENGLISH 

EXERCISE & SPORT SCIENCE 
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Taking in Africa 


Medical Relief, 
which had been 
coming to 
Senegal since 
1998and had 
_, contributed sig- 
nificantly to the 
medical and 
educational 
needs of the 
surrounding 
villages. 
As I looked 
at the village 
people gathered 
there under the 
trees, their 
machiefs in the 
forefront, and 
all of us from 
IMR in our 
identical blue 
scrubs, I knew I 
was experi- 
encing some- 
thing that very few people would 
ever know. I was profoundly moved, 
thinking that I was allowed this 
moment that seemed to come from 
another time in history. 

On the ground running 

The members of our team would 
be divided to spend a day in ‘Kuer 
Samba Ka and one in Wacka Ngouna 
and switch the next day. I started in 
the clinic in Wacka Ngouna, where 
we set up our pharmacy, our dental 
clinic, nurse triage stations, and doc- 
tors' office. A nurse triage station 
could be chairs outside or the four 
comers of a shared room. 

We would see the patients who 
had treatable problems and send the 
difficult cases to the doctors, such as 
woman with severe elephantiasis, 
another with an enlarged goiter, or a 
young girl in the throes of malarial 


Bian 


WINTER SESSION: DEC. 28 - JAN. 13, 2012 


fever. 

One of our three doctors who 
accompanied us on the entire mission 
was Senegalese. Our translators 
were in much demand as they were 
needed for help in registering each 
patient as well as being available for 
all the medical _ staff. * 

The registration process was 
lengthened by the fact that we were 
to fill out a survey for each patient 
concerning access to health care, 
mosquito netting, polio vaccination, 
pregnancy and infant mortality as 
part of a partnership with the Henry 
Ford Hospital. Our data and data 
from the Gates Foundation would be 
sent to the CBC and the WHO. 

AY 


4 « : oa 
Visitors who recieved 
care at the clinic 


Earn up to 6 credits in 3 weeks! 
View our complete winter schedule at www.fitchburgstate.edu/courses. ~ 
Register today—call (978) 665-4196 


HISTORY 
INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES 
MUSIC 

PHILOSOPHY 

POLITICAL SCIENCE 
SOCIOLOGY 


g§ FITCHBURG STATE UNIVERSITY 


‘a GRADUATE AND CONTINUING EDUCATION 
www.fitchburgstate.edu/gce 


A young boy from the 
focal area is piccured 
above. 


Another component of our 
care was community education. 
We had prepared laminated 
posters on subjects such as Sodis 
(water purification using the 
sun's heat), hand washing, tooth 
brushing (to replace the use of 
tooth damaging chewing sticks), 
malaria and scabies prevention, 
CPR, cycle beads for family 
planning, oral rehydration (1 liter 
of water, 6 teaspoons of sugar 
and _ teaspoon of salt), ingesting 
poisonous substances, etc. To do 


SS 
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Senegal Style 


our educating, we would separate 
out small groups or instruct our 
patients individually. A 10-year- 
old boy was shocked to learn that 
malaria was caused by mosqui- 
tos. 

Each of our clinics ran along 
similar parameters. We dealt with 
large crowds and worked to see 
an average of 200 people each 
day. We experienced the disap- 
pointment of those who could not 
be seen when our clinic had to 
close. Our team took lunch in 
shifts, and we ate hungrily when 
the food arrived on a later 
Senegalese schedule. We ate sit- 
ting on the floor ,as is the 
Senegalese custom , from large 
communal trays which were piled 
with spicy rice, vegetables, and 
goat, beef or fish in the center. 
The Senegalese eat with their 
right hands, but we were all 
handed spoons. 

Thies and the Talibe 

Our next stop was Thies, 
where we had space in a clinic 
run by Tostan, an organization 
that works to address human 
rights in Senegal, especially of 
the Talibe. “Talibe,” which 
means, “disciple” refers to an 
ancient practice of educating 
boys in the Koran while also 
teaching them “humility” 
through begging. These boys are 
often recruited from small vil- 
lages and brought to cities by 
Koranic teachers called 
marabouts. The boys' impover- 
ished parents give them up in the 
hope of their sons being educat- 
ed; however, the remoteness of 


the village means that many of 
the Talibe never see their parents 
again. 

Those in wealthy Talibe 
schools could eventually become 
leaders, lawyers, and educators; 
others, taxi drivers or merchants, 
yet many others revert to a life of 
crime, depending on the type of 
marabout who took charge of 
them through childhood and 
young adulthood. The boys are to 
spend a portion of their days beg- 
ging on the streets, and most are 
used all day long. The majority 
of Talibe boys show clear evi- 
dence of living in squalor, not 
being adequately fed or bathed or 
wearing anything but ragged 
dirty clothing. World Vision 
reports that up to 80% of them 
are sexually abused. These boys 
are to reach a quota of money 
and/or sugar cubes which are 
given to the marabout, with fail- 
ure to do so meriting a severe 
beating. One team member saw 
evidence of these beatings when 
a hotel clerk showed her scars at 
his waist from the beatings he 
received as a young Talibe boy 

Of the 425 boys. we saw in 
two days there were a small num- 
ber who appeared healthy and 
clean-clothed, but the majority 
were in dirty, ragged clothing, 
barefoot or with well-worn san- 
dals. Their bodies showed 
numerous scars and sores, from 
scabies or other skin infections. 
Many had to be referred to the 
dentist to have abscessed or rot- 
ted teeth extracted and after the 
visit they were delighted to 


A boy recieving medical treatment from a nurse part 


of the team. 


receive a toothbrush and tooth- 
paste, with instruction on how to 
brush and caution not to eat the 


toothpaste. 
I found myself cleaning and 
bandaging open sores. and 


wounds, diagnosing scabies, and 
headaches from dehydration. One 
boy was in delight when I took 
him to a basin to wash his feet 
and then to experience a food 
massage with A&D ointment on 
his deeply cracked soles. I real- 
ized he and the other boys proba- 
bly never received a loving 
touch. 

On our first clinic day, after 
the boys saw the nurses, doctor, 
dentist, and pharmacist, they 
were sent to receive both a yel- 


Connecting 


you and your 
Finish your Bachelor's | 
Degree at Rivier College 


Rivier College 


NASHUA, NEW HAMPSHIRE 


' 


; 


low fever and a measles vaccina- 
tion and a deworming pill. We 
gave them small toys as gifts, a 
yoyo, a top, a cardboard airplane, 
crayons, pencils, bubble blowing 
kits, for which they showed great 
delight. While they were waiting 
in the courtyard, they were also 
served lunch cooked by local 
women. 

I will never forget the huge 
brown eyes staring out of those 
sweet, sad faces. We were very 
fortunate the marabout from sey- 
eral schools even allowed their 
boys to come. My hope is that 
this brief time of human kindness 
and care will be remembered and 
give them hope. 

To be continued next week 
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future 
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Female celebrities 
celebrate their curves 


By SHANNON KEATING 
A&E Editor 


The female figure has always 
been under scrutiny. But nothing 
compares to today's limiting stan- 
dards. To be beautiful is to be a size 
two or under. (Sigh...) 

However, with today's rapidly 
changing times go with it changing 
ideals of female beauty. Thanks to 
celebrities like Beyoncé, Adele, and 
Christina Hendricks, women of more 
voluptuous frames have women to 
look up to in the media. 

Two-time Emmy-nominated 
actress Christina Hendricks of amc's 
Mad Men is trailblazing the curva- 
ceous movement. “I find her inspir- 
ing because she is not stick thin, but 
still extremely sexy and confident,” 
says former NECC student Ariel 
Bouvier. “She works her curves!” 

In 2008, pop icon Beyoncé intro- 
duced the entire world to the Single 
Ladies' dance. With that came her, 
now famous, muscular legs. Now 
there are exercise routines catering 
to women who desire those lucious 
beauties. With that one music video, 
she inspired confidence in the mass- 
es. NECC student Allison Burridge 
thinks “the greatest message these 


ea a 


From left to right, Beyonce, Marilyn Monroe, and Christina Hendricks. 


celebrities give to young girls or 
even women in general is that if you 
have confidence in yourself and are 
happy with who you are, then the 
world will embrace you and you can 
succeed, 

Legendary sex Marilyn 
Monroe was a size ten. What has 


icon 


changed since then? 
“I think it's important with our 
being so 


media saturated with 


women that probably least represent 
what an average American woman 
looks like that there are celebrities 
who embrace their bodies for what 
they are and have confidence in their 
beauty,” says Burridge. 
Grammy-winning British pop 
diva Adele speaks very candidly 
about her figure: “I actually don't 
care. | don't want to be on the cover 
of Playboy or Vogue. I want to be on 


We offer: 


the cover of Rolling Stone or Q. I'm 
not a trendsetter... I'm a singer. I 
never want to be known for anything 
else. I'd rather weigh a ton and make 
an amazing album than look like 
Nicole Richie and do a s*** album. 
My aim in life is never to be skinny.” 
Right on, sister. Right on! 

NECC student Devon O'Brien 
tells us her thoughts on Adele and 
Beyonce: “They're not giving 
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women unrealistic expectations for 
their bodies. I personally can't fit 
into a size two or zero and I don't 
intend to try to. My body just wasn't 
meant to be that way. You don't need 
to be a double zero to be ‘gorgeous. 
We were all given different body 
shapes for a reason. Make the most 
of yours, and if you see yourself as 
gorgeous no matter what size you 
are, others will too.” 


and 


By ANDY ROBINSON 
News Editor 


e@ where things get worse and 

orse and then worse things get 
piled on top of the other worse 
‘things and then the worst thing of 
all is building the whole time and 
there is no light at the end of the 
tunnel? That’s pretty much the plot 
of the latest and blatantly obvious 


- contender, “The 
Descendants.” 


The film begins with a family 
tree breakdown of Matt King, 
played to perfection by George 
Clooney. King is a real-estate 
lawyer who happens to be the sole 

stee of 25,000 acres of 

touched land on the Hawaiian 

and of Kauai. This land, 

plained in the opening mono- 

gue from King, was passed from 

meration to generation dating 
back to a marriage in the early 19th 
which resulted in the King family 
inheriting all this land. The trust 
will expire in seven years which 
means he has to sell it. His extend- 
ed family who will ultimately ben- 
efit from the sale all cast in their 
own opinions, but it is Kings final 
say on what happens. This film 
| talks a lot about land, but make no 
H mistake, it’s not about land. 

King has a wife, Elizabeth, and 
| two daughters, Alexandra 
| (Shailene Woodley, “The Secret 
Life of the American Teenager”) 
| and Scottie. We find out early on 
| about-a boating accident involving 

King’s wife that leaves her in a 
| permanent coma. King is left mak- 
ing a lot of hard decisions in the 
| film, but the decision of whether or 
not to pull the plug has already 
/been made in Elizabeth’s will. 
| Basically: if the worst should hap- 


r You know those situations in 
| 


Jason Segel 
resurrects The 
Muppet Show 


| By Lisa Lemot! 
Staff Writer 


| | This past weekend, I had the 
|) pleasure of seeing the new Muppet 
| Movie starring Jason Segel and 
| Amy Adams as well as a new mup- 
| pet character; Walter. I have three 
| words for this movie; Waka waka 
| Waka! The Muppets come back 
Strong after a hiatus that I feel was 
much too long. 

How could America forget 
about Kermit, Miss Piggy and the 
ang? Apparently, they have and 

e Disney crew has had just about 
enough of it. 

On November 23rd, “The 
Muppets” movie was released 
nationwide, and along with it 
Came great reviews. The premise 
of the film is that while on vaca- 
tion in Los Angeles, Walter, the 
World's biggest Muppet fan and is 
friends Gary (Jason Segel) and 
Mary (Amy Adams) discover the 
evil plot from ‘oilman Tex 
Richman (Chris Cooper) to 
destroy the famous Muppet 
Theater and drill for oil that he 
discovered beneath the theater 

rounds. 
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“The Descendants” wows 


pen, let her go. Now what’s left for 
King is the heart-wrenching proto- 
col of going around to the family 
and friends and telling them what’s 
going to happen. 

This family from the start of 
the film is more complicated than, 
“The Royal Tenenbaums,” and the 
family from, “City Island” com- 
bined. It’s ridiculous and compli- 
cated, and is unnecessary to tell 
you in order to get you in the the- 
aters watching. In fact, watching 
each layer of family dramas, lies, 
and neglect is what keeps you 
entranced. 

This is not a story about family, 
but a character study on Matt King, 
the self-described understudy or, 
“the back-up parent.” King is 
thrust into the central parent role 
when the accident happens. How 
he deals with his children, his 
friends, relatives, the “other man”, 
and himself is closely magnified. 
And how does he play it all out? 
Amazingly human. If you’ve ever 
seen an Alexander Payne, the 
director and writer, before, you 
know he doesn’t sugar coat any- 
thing. Specifically, if you’ve seen 
Payne’s film, “About Schmidt,” 
you get the idea pretty quickly that 
he lives by his namesake. 

Now, you may be wondering 
why anyone would enjoy a film 
about death and the harsh realities 
that come with it. That’s fair. It’s a 
hard sell when your pitching this to 
some of your movie buddies. It’s 
not for everyone. What makes it so 
great is the performance by George 
Clooney; who delivers his best yet. 
He plays that out of touch dad, “the 
back-up parent.” He’s that parent 
who’s never really there. We know 
this character, we’ve seen it a thou- 
sand times, but Clooney packs a 
punch in his sincerest moments of 
the film. From when he literally 


Walter helps Kermit reunite 
the old gang who has all gone 
their separate ways: Fozzie now 
performs in a Reno casino tribute 
band called the Moopets, Miss 
Piggy is a plus-size editor at 
Vogue Paris, Animal is in a Santa 
Barbara clinic for anger manage- 
ment and Gonzo is a high powered 
plumbing businessman. 

In order to save the theater, the 
gang comes together to put on a 
telethon show. 

All the old favorite characters 
were included in the film, the 
Swiss chef, the old men in the bal- 
cony, hippie chick, even the Latin 
shrimp made a couple of cameos. 

This movie was in true Muppet 
fashion laden with celebrity 
names like Alan Arkin, Zack 
Galifianakis Selena Gomez, Jack 
Black, Jason Segal, Amy Adams, 
and Sarah Silverman just to name 
a few. 

The Muppets come up against 
some resistance from the ABC 
executive (Rashida Jones) who 
refuses to air the Muppets telethon 
because they are past their prime 
and America is now interested in 
such shows like “Punching 
Teacher . 

Throughout the movie there 
are songs with inspirational and 
moral messages. “Life's a Happy 
Song” explains how much better 
the world is when you are who 
you are meant to be and sharing it 
with the ones you love. 

My friend had invited me and 


Courtesy Photo 


(From left to right) George Clooney, Shailene Woodley, and Amara Miller star in the 
new Alexander Payne film “The Descendants.” 


runs On foot across town to find to 
figure out who his wife had been, 
“seeing, to when he drops a tear 
onto his wife’s dying soul. This is 
the Clooney we have to be getting 
used to, at least I hope, because 
God knows Hollywood needs more 
Clooneys. 

The setting of this dramedy 
needs to be addressed. It takes 
place in Hawaii. Payne made a lot 
of effort to make it known that this 
takes place in a tropical paradise; 
from the pristine beach landscapes, 
extravagant beach clubs, houses, 


my daughter to see it with her 
family. I have to admit I was a lit- 
tle apprehensive about going since 
the last one I saw was painfull 
boring (aka “Muppets in Space” 
circa 1999). 

When I got there, I was sur- 
prised to see pretty much the 
entire theater full on a Sunday 
matinee since it was the first 
weekend of the Christmas shop- 
ping rush. 

I was also surprised to find 
that it placed second for the high- 
est movie tickets sold in the coun- 
try. Of course, America is still in 
love with Vampires (which I still 
don't get), but I digress. 

As I watched, I discovered that 
I just couldn't resist enjoying the 
silliness, uplifting songs, and very 
cheeky jokes that are weaved 
heavily throughout this film 
(Fozzie Bear's fart shoes went 
over huge with the audience). 

I actually found myself laugh- 
ing out loud and was brought back 
to my childhood days of inno- 
cence and wonderment that the 
Muppets brought into my life each 
week. The movie also had jokes 
and parts that only adults would 
get. 

There were actually a couple 
of instances that I had to explain 
to my daughter because the jokes 
went over her head. Of course it 
wouldn't be a Muppet movie with- 
out the song “Rainbow 
Connection.” 

I was heart warmed to hear it 


and hotels, to the Hawaiian music 
he lays on pretty thick throughout. 
When you expect a numbing 
silence when the characters are in 
the hospital, you get the slow 
pleasant-sounding voice of a 
Hawaiian folk singer. There is a 
point to this, which King does note 
at the beginning of the film. The 
mainland’s perception of Hawaii 
being a year-round paradise could- 
n’t be farther from the truth. Just 
because there are palm trees. and 
walking distance beaches doesn’t 
mean there aren’t long hospital vis- 


its and personal tragedies. 

It’s been a great couple of years 
for George Clooney. “Michael 
Clayton”, “Fantastic Mr. Fox”, “Up 
in the Air”, and this year’s, “Ides of 
March” which he co-wrote, pro- 
duced, directed and acted in. It’s 
fairly certain now that whatever 
comes Clooney’s way is sure to be 
something we can all be excited 
for, no matter how we express it: 
uproarious applause, quiet enthusi- 
asm, or even a fist pump. 


Its time to meet the Muppets... again! 


Courtesy Photo 


(From left to right) Kermit the Frog, Jason Segel, and 
Miss Piggy work on the script. 


and softly sang along, remember- 
ing every word. I was instantly 
twelve years old again. I looked 
over at my friend, and saw her 
wiping the tears from her eyes. 

It has to mean something when 
a piece of felt with ping pong eyes 
sings a melody has the ability to 
move someone to tears. Simplicity 
at its best, I say. 

So why is it that we as a soci- 
ety refuse such simplicity? We in 
society are so stressed; our come- 
dies are dark, cynical, and hardly 
silly. 

Gone are the days with movies 


like “Airplane” and “Naked Gun” 
(admit it, seeing OJ Simpson get- 
ting pushed off a balcony in a 
wheelchair was hysterical). Sure 
there have been some satires relat- 
ing to “scary movies”, however, 
one would have to be under the 
age of 21 and into horror flicks to 
get the jokes. 

The Muppets make it com- 
pletely OK for society to indulge 
in this guilty pleasure of simplici- 
ty and silliness for an hour and 42+ 
minutes. Seriously, what is fun- 
nier than fart shoes? Absolutely 
nothing. 
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Do Americans nee 


A long history of 
service and friend- 
ship doesn t matter 


By MICHELE SIMON 
Features Writer 


The power can be felt though 
their massive -muscles moving 
beneath you, through the sound of 
their feet smashing against the 
ground and the wind whipping in 
your face and ripping at your body 
as they surge along at break-neck 


speeds. 
Their beauty can be seen in 
their graceful stride, flowing 


manes and expressive eyes. They 
have captivated us in movies, 
books, pictures and stories for as 
long as we can remember; for as 
long as history has been recorded 
as seen by prehistoric writings and 
sculptures. They have been a 
workmate, comrade, 
friend and savior throughout the 
history of humans. They have 
been right with us in the middle of 
the bloodiest wars in history. They 
traveled with us across continents 
and helped us found this country. 


associate, 


They toiled alongside us to grow 
food and feed our families. And 


they carried us to places all over 
the world on their backs for thou- 
sands of years longer than the 
mere 200 years we have had vehi- 
What would the world be 
like today without our coexistence 


cles. 


with the horse? 
Recently Congress has been 
able to get together to pass a law 


that expresses the importance of.- 


the On Nov. 18 
President Obama signed in to law 
the 2012 Consolidated and Further 
Continuing Appropriations Act 
(H.R. 2112) that allows for horse 
slaughter. In 2006 Congress had 


horse to us. 


voted to strip the federal funding 
in the bill for the inspection of 
horsemeat, and in 2007 a federal 
judge made it illegal for private 
inspection, as a result horses were 
no longer slaughtered for meat in 
the United States. 

This year that language was 
removed from the bill. Congress 
has told us, through the deliberate 
stripping of the language and 
passing of this law, that people 
need to eat horses. 

This wasn't an accidental slip 
up. Organizations such as the 
Humane Society of the United 
States have been actively working 
against the passing of this bill, and 
doing it vociferously, asking for 


a 


photo by Michele Simon 
Nearly 90% of horses that go to slaughter are healthy, 
young horses. These are three horses rescued by 
NEER North. 


d to eat horses? 


photo by Michele Simon 


A horse rescued by New England Equine Rescue, North in West Newbury. Neer rescues 
horses and aids horse owners and other rescues all over New England 


people to contact their representa- 

tive, senator or the President. 
Why 

such a law? The debate over the 


would Congress pass 
issue of horse slaughter can get 
heated and confusing depending 
on who you speak to. Proponents 
of the passing of this bill have said 
there are too many unwanted hors- 
es in the United States and it is too 
costly for many people to dispose 
of them. 

Horses are shipped to Canada 
and Mexico for slaughter and suf- 
fer during the longer distance 
travel. Opponents of the bill have 
said the amount of horses going to 
slaughter has not risen despite an 
economic downturn. A large num- 
ber of the unwanted horses are bi- 
products of for-profit organiza- 
tions that overbreed them to pro- 
duce the rare fast racehorse or 
champion horse, while they want 
cheap disposal for the ones that 
weren't. 

“Kill Buyers,” people that buy 
horses for meat and export them to 
our neighboring countries, com- 
pete with American citizens in the 
auctions and many times out bid 
them. So, it is not apparent how 
many of these horses are unwant- 
ed, just how many are wanted for 
their meat. 

Samantha Ledwich, a cousin to 
the horse whisperer Ray Hackett 
and NECC student, said, “That's 
kind of cruel to the horse if you 
think about it. If the horse had an 
option to choose, it would choose 
a family where it would get to 


live.” 
Horses in America are not 
raised for meat. Cows, pigs, 


chickens and turkeys are raised on 
agricultural food 
source. They are fed certain food, 


farms as a 


only given certain drugs and the 
farms are inspected. 

There are no horse meat farms 
in America, though there are such 
farms in Europe, where they con- 
sume the meat. American horses 
going to slaughter can be pets, 
race horses, or competition horses, 
and they may have been given an 
assortment of toxic drugs. 

It does cost money to eutha- 
nize a horse. According to the 
HSUS it “costs approx. $225-the 
amount of one month's keep for a 
horse.” There are many horse res- 
cues that will take unwanted hors- 
es. The American Humane Society 
does not turn animals away. But 
auctions give the option of getting 


money for your horse instead of 


having to put it down and pay for 
It. 

Ledwich said, “To take a horse 
to slaughter just because you need 
the money, that's wrong.” 


“Putting them down, out of 
their misery, is understandable if 


the horse needs it, but if the horse 
doesn't need it why not give them 
a full life?” 

HSUS and other animal pro- 
tection agencies have been trying 
to get horse slaughter banned alto- 
gether in the U.S. They battle such 
fears as: what would happen to all 
the unwanted horses if there was 


no slaughter? 
A report on the issue of what 


: 
would happen if America banned | 


horse slaughter was the subject of | 
| 


a study of researchers working 
with the Animal coalition. They 
said they “examined trends in 
slaughter in the 
Mexico, Canada and other coun- 


horse 


tries. 

The study relied on data avail- 
able from the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, the Canadian Food | 
Inspection Agency, the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics and other govern- 
ment and private sources from 
1989-2008. The 
the number of horses slaughtered 


results revealed 


was determined by a demand for 


horse meat primarily in Europe. | 


| 
US. | 


—————— 


Horse meat is an expensive delica- | 


cy in many European countries as 
well as parts of Asia.” 

If Americans don't eat horses 
and there are other options for 
unwanted horses why is Congress 
allowing horse slaughter? The 
long history of cohabitation, serv- 
ice and friendship with the horses 
doesn't seem to 

But the 
remains, do we really need to eat 


them, and why is this an issue that 


matter to 


Congress question 


Congress seems to agree on when 
there are so many more important 
matters like the economy, and the 
war. 
Ledwich 
wouldn't 


“No” 


horsemeat. 


said, she 
“It's 
almost like eating dog meat or cat 


meat if you think about it.” 


eat 


atop 


Grudents life long 

journeys in dance 
ome together last 
eekend 


JOSH PELTONOVICH 
rts Editor 


This weekend the NECC dance 
lent's compiled unique pieces that 
rmed into two _— spectacular 

evenings. The atmosphere was pow- 
erful, the dancers dedication showed 
m their composure. Captivating 
rgy from the dancers drew a view- 
S focus for the entire duration of 
performance. 
Thunderous applause followed 
hh set. The audience responded 
icerely to the hard work these 
CC student's applied over this 
ester. Both nights were a packed 
use there was barely an open seat 
the stands. Family members and 
friends arrived hours before to share 
smiles and laughter in anticipation of 
le recital. 
The dance program offered 
wer grams for purchase for the 
cers as well as T-shirts for sale 
\afid also there was a Dance club bake 
sale. For the friends and family of 
these dancers this event was the 
super bowl of dance recitals. The 
compilation of dance, music and 
lighting took an attendee on an indi- 
vidual journey for each performance. 
| Dancers angelically crossed the floor 
on their tippy toes for ballet style 
pieces. 

During hip-hop segments diffi- 
‘cult moves were preformed like the 
‘baby freeze. The move is when a 
dancer holds themselves up by both 
arms face to the ground and legs in 


By Jimmy PANGBURN 
Corespondent 


& 


® Quarterback is the most impor- 
|, tant position when it comes to suc- 
cess in the NFL. The last eight 
Super Bowl champions all had a 
great QB running the offense start 
in 2004 and 2005 with the Patriots 
| and Tom Brady. The following sea- 
son Ben Roethlisberger and the 
| Steelers. In 2007 Peyton Manning 
| finally won a Super Bowl. His 


| brother Eli followed that up in 2008 


with an upset win over the unde- 
| feated Patriots. Big Ben and the 


| Steelers did it again in 2009. Which 


_ was followed by Drew Brees and 
_ the Saints and Aaron Rodgers and 
» the Packers. 


when you see the top tier teams in 
2011 the Packers have Aaron 
» Rodgers, Saints have Drew Brees, 
_ Patriots have Tom Brady, Steelers 
_ have Ben Roethlisberger ,and the 
) 49ers have Alex Smith. Still not 
convinced just look at the bottom 
dwelling teams. The Colts who 
were a perennial playoff team with 
Peyton Manning under center cant 
|» buy a win with Curtis Painter at 
B 


The Miami Dolphins have two 


draft a QB in the upcoming NFL 
| draft. No matter what NFL team 
you look at their quarterback either 


4 The fact that great quarterback play 
leads to a great team is also evident 


_ wins but will certainly be looking to 
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the air and freezes in position. A 
move that requires perfect balance. 
During every dance you could see 
passion, excitement and emotion in 
each dancer's expression and body 
movement. Themes of dances varied 
from tradional ballet routines to orin- 
gal hip-hop pieces and exotic jungle 
style sets. : 

You could see small duos of two 
performing in complete unison or 
pieces composed of eloquent young 
dancers doing ballerina moves. 
Some of the music used was smooth 
and catchy while others music was 
dreamy soft piano notes that explod- 
ed into rthymic violin strings. There 
was hip-hop beats that broke so hard 
your bones felt them. Song's that 
reminded you of riding the carousel 
at Canobie Lake park as a kid. The 
performance took up one half of the 
gym. With what seemed like a pro- 
fessionally set up stage, seating and 
lighting equipment. Which was actu- 
ally set up the dancers and was disas- 
sembled by the dancers with help 
from family and friends. 

Vibrant lighting erupted though out 
the event with radiant reds, autumn 
oranges and rambunctious roses. There 
were frequent costume changes and hair 
altercations that occurred though out the 
night to add to show. During one set the 
girls had beautiful white dresses on that 
extenuated the magical essence of the 
show. 

Being a former high school ath- 
lete I couldn't help asking myself 
throughout the recital how enduring 
the physical requirements for the two 
shows are on the dancers. Speaking 
to dancers after the first show before 
the second, I was shown battle 
wound bruises and heard talk of sore 
arms in conversation. 

“When you're a dancer and get 
hurt you keep going” said Steph 


positively or negatively effects their 
team some positives are The 
Falcons with Matt Ryan, Tony 
Romo with the Cowboys Bengals 
with Andy Dalton and the Lions 
with Matt Stafford they have all had 
positive play from the Quarterback. 
Matt Shaub of the Houston Texans 
will solidify the theory that QB is 
the most important because the 
Texans who are a surprising team 
have had great QB play however 
Shaub injured himself which has 
resulted in him missing the rest of 
the season with Shaub under center 
the Texans are 7-3 it will be inter- 
esting to see how the Texans fair 
without their starter. Though many 
teams have had great QB play there 
are also teams that have had nega- 
tive play from the QB position the 
Redskins with Rex Grossman, the 
Cardinals with Kevin Kolb, and The 
Seahawks with Tavaris Jackson 
have had poor play from their QB 
which has resulted in disappointing 
season for those teams. 

The NFL isn’t the only place 
where a QB is important college 
also features some talent at the 
quarterback position. Matt Barkley 
(USC) Case Keenum (Houston) 
Andrew Luck (Stanford) Brandon 
Weeden (Oklahoma State) and 
Kellan Moore (Boise ST) are all 
college QBs projected to be high 
draft picks. All of these QB’s are 
having fantastic seasons in college 
and are all in the top 25 in passing 
yards top 5 in touchdowns thrown 


Sports 


Torres. Family members reminisced 
in the rec center prior to the second 
show. I spoke with Allysa Bijeol's 
mother Brenda she- said “All of my 
girls are dancers, when their young 
you trade diapers for dance shoes.” 
The line waiting to buy tickets to 
enter became massive quickly and 
stretched out the door. 

People kept arriving at least sey- 
enty five people lined up and waited 
in excitement for ticket sales. When 
the doors finally opened people 
eagerly moved forward purchasing 
tickets and selecting the best seating 
location available. The central seat- 
ing location filled up in minutes. If 
there was a maxuim capacity for 
attendance for the show it was 
reached Saturday night. 

Coordinators rushed to locate 
more seats before lights when out to 
accommodate the oversized crowd. 
When push came to shove and the 
lights went out you knew it was time 
for an amazing show. I spoke to 
another dancers mothers as well 
when the show ended. 

Juliana O'Neill's mother Debra 
said” It was nice to see not only the 
talent and true efforts that goes into 
making such a great show but also 
the fun loving and true spirit, great 
performance!” “Some of the dances 
were filled with a lot of confusion but 
had a lot of emotion the girls do all 
they can on stage to block out the 
maze of seats” said William Vaughn, 
Davina Schremph's boyfriend. 

The young women and men truly 
put on a prestigious performance for 
the ages. There is no lack of passion 
in these students lives as long as they 
have dance their family and friends. 
You did a fantastic job dancers con- 
gratulations on an outstanding show. 

There will be another great pre- 


formance in the spring tme that 1 


and are all in the top 20 in 


team success is not a new thing the 
1969 Jets had Joe Namath and won 
a Superbowl, the Great Steeler 
teams of the late 70s and early 80s 
had Terry Bradshaw, The great 
Cowboys teams always had a great 
QB first they had Roger Staubach 
later they had Troy Aikman, the 
superbow! winning 49ers had Joe 
Montano and then Steve Young. The 
perfect 1972 Miami Dolphins had 
Bob Greise and finally the 1997- 
1998 Denver Broncos won back to 
back super bowls with John Elway. 
Many coaches believe defense is the 
most important to a teams success 
but if that were the case the Bears 
and Jets would have more titles but 
they don’t because they don’t have 
a dependable quarterback. Both the 
Bears Jay Cutler and The Jets Mark 
Sanchez always seem to throw an 
interception when the team: is on the 
verge of winning The same could be 
said about running backs. If they 
were the most important to a teams 
success the Vikings with Adrian 
Peterson and Titans with Chris 
Johnson would be racking Super’ 
Bowl titles however since both 
teams lack a quarterback they can- 
not even get into the playoffs. 
Obviously if a team wants to suc- 
ceed in the NFL they going to need 
a great quarterback which is why 
there is no doubt quarterbacks are 
the most important position in foot- 
ball. 


fe 


NECC Dancing in “Momentum” 


Ballet one perormed by Meagan Hatfeild, Krissy Hallet 


and Katherine Gile 


The dance Museu m performed by Justin Messina, 


Photo by Holly Parker 


Keyleesha Mejia, Allysa Bijeol and Kadee Tapley. 


Photo by Holly parker 


suggest all students check out. 
Regardless of your dance back 
ground you'll have a great time and 
who knows maybe even sign up for a 
dacne class or two yourself or if you 
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Tom Brady on the cover of Sports illstrated. 


are already thinking about it just take 
into consideration that dance 
requires totally commitment and ded- 
ication. These students bring a whole 
new meaning to the term footlose. 
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By S.J.A 
Correspondent 


Worried about the holiday 
season and the stresses that go 
along with it, I decided that my 
boyfriend and I should come up 
with our own Christmas lists to 
give one another. Nothing major, 
but I figured we could compile a 
list of things that have been on 
our list of stuff we wanted, but 
wouldn't buy for ourselves. 

Of course I knew what would 
be on his list. Guitars. Guitars. 
Stuff for Guitars. And knives. 
(He's a professional chef.) 

But, 1 knew he wouldn't be 
able to guess my list so easily 
considering the things I say I 
want are either $1,200 
Louboutins or hair extensions. 
Both of which he would never 
think of, spend the money on, or 
knows anything about. Hence, the 
reason why I wrote a list to begin 
with. 

Well, that and the fact that the 
gifts I have received from him in 
the past have been a hockey stick, 
cook books, a crock pot, a Bruins 
hat, and Lethal Weapon DVDs. | 
am not lying. 

We have been’ together for 
over a year now, and he is the 
best guy I have ever met. He's 


Northeastern University 
College of Professional Studies 


Take the Ne: 


always so sincere, so kind, so 
helpful. He's a hard worker and a 
beautiful person inside and out. 
He makes me feel like I'm the 
only person in the room, winks at 
me when | walk by, and kisses me 
when | sleep. He's just missing 
the gift-giving gene. That's okay, 
I'm willing to work with it. 

At first I had a hard time com- 
ing up with a list. I don't really 
need anything, but I wanted 
something sentimental and heart- 
felt. However, [am not sure how 
heartfelt something is if I had 
picked it out in advance and put it 
on a want list. 


So I wrote out a few items 
from Swarovski, makeup sets, 
shoes, and some _ handbags. 


Nothing totally heartfelt, except 
for the jewelry, which was what | 
secretly wanted. (Especially a 
thick, gold, sparkly bracelet I had 
tried on days before and fell in 
love with.) 

But I can't tell him that! He 
should just know. 

I should have learned this les- 


son by now, at the ripe old age of 


26, that men do not just know. 
They need to be told exactly how 
we feel, what we like, what we 
want, and when. I'm sure not all 
men are this way, but the vast 
majority. So I've learned to just 


Step.Transfer Your Credits 
to Fast Track Your Bachelor’s Degree 


say what I need to say, it makes 
their lives easier and my life eas- 
ier. 

So in hopes I didn't end up 
with a fondue set or a hockey net 
I gave him my list. 

Later in bed that night, he 
asked me if he could get me 
something that wasn't on my list. 
Oh here we go. I knew exactly 
where he was going with this. 

We live together in my moth- 
er's recently renovated basement, 
complete with everything except 
a stove. So if we want to cook 
anything we have to go upstairs 
and use hers. Not a huge deal, but 
at times ,a pain. So | knew where 
he was going with this question. 

Weeks ago after making 
homemade pizza I mentioned 
wanting to get a big, fancy toast- 
er oven to cook small stuff down- 
stairs. | have been kicking myself 
for having that conversation with 
him knew it 
going to come back and bite me 
in the behind and it was about to. 

‘Please don't tell me you're 
considering getting me a toaster 
oven for Christmas,’ I sighed. 

He acted all shocked and dis- 
appointed that I had guessed his 
idea of a gift and that I also was- 
n't as enthusiastic about it as he 
was. | tried to explain to him that 


ever since. I was 
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woes of the holiday season 


MCT Campus 


Are you thinking of getting your girlfriend a toaster 
oven? Well, if you are think again. 


the idea of getting a toaster oven 
gift from my _ loving 
boyfriend isn't what I had in 
mind. | came up with him getting 
jeans and boxers from me as a 
disappointing equivalent, and he 
somewhat understood what I was 
trying to get at. 

Now I was starting to 
badly. I don't want to 
ungrateful, or selfish, or petty, so 
[| apologized and told him I didn't 
mean to hurt is 
assured me | hadn't. (Along with 


as a 


feel 
seem 


feelings. He 


most men being clueless, most 
men are also hard to insult.) 

So I kissed him, smiled and 
rolled over. | knew then not to 
expect the world. Just be happy 
that I'm happy. Be grateful that | 
have a wonderful man that loves 
me, even though he only buys me 
appliances and sporting goods. 

‘One more thing,’ he asked 
me. "Does this mean you don't 
want a hot plate either?’ 

Sigh. 


lenging. 


By Nancy Black 

Tribune Media Services 

Today's Birthday (12/7/11). You're full of ideas for making more money. Get them 
down in writing, and develop the top three. A golden opportunity suddenly opens up; go 
ahead and say yes. Use your charm and your connections, and get what you ask for. 

To get the advantage, check the day's rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most chal- 


another income source. 
Taurus (April 20-May 20) - Today is an 8 -- Your experience helps you avoid a mis- 


Aries (March 21-April 19) - Today is a 9 -- It's getting easier to step forward. Deep 
breathing defeats what's overwhelming. Besides, what you have to say is important. Tap 


take earlier in the day. Reject a far-fetched scheme in favor of a practical solution. Give 
away something you don't need 

Gemini (May 21-June 21) - Today is a 5 -- You accomplish more in private. Defer 
to the budget, and stick tight to your list. There may be temptations! Pay the boring bills 
first. Consider travel and romance 

Cancer (June 22-July 22) -Today is a 7 
support with friends to stand your ground. You can also reconsider; do those standards 


-- When your standards get challenged, find 


still serve you? 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)- Today is a 9 -- Your career gets a boost for the next couple 
of days. Important folks watch. Handle your responsibilities and thrive. Dream big, or it 
could get boring. Shoot for the moon. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - Today is an 8 
good for travel and romance. Theré's been a philosophical shift. Make a change for the 
better 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) -Today is a 7 -- Avoid distractions, and increase your pro- 
ductivity in private. Discover buried treasure. Get better organized, and handle a thorny 
obstacle. 

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Noy. 21) - Today is an 8 -- A person who could assist you in get 


-- You've got it all today. Conditions are 


Our Fast-Track degree completion programs allow you 


to transfer in vour associate degree (or equivalent ’ ting your house in order is Kx than you think. A great partnership can help you see 
‘ things from a different perspective. 

credits to earn vour bachetor’s degt ee in just 18 months. Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - Today is a 9 -- Boost the action. Pay bills before you 

go shopping. Keep track of business expenses. Changes are happening in your career 

field. Read to stay current 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Today is an 8 -- Love and creativity are all around you 
for the next two days. Complete a contract or other document. Investigate new options 
Far horizons beckon. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Today is an 8 -- Cutting corners could cost you. Clarify 
instructions before doing the work. Home and domesticity call to you, so get into deco- 
rating and coziness. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - Today is a 9 -- Take care not to double book. Reconfirm 
appointments, and call if you'll be late to dinner 
since it's so fascinating. 


¢ Information Technology ¢ Finance & Accounting 


¢ Management * Leadership 


* Health Management ¢ Organizational Communications 


It's easy to get lost in your research 
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“www.camphelicomics.com 


MCT Campus Comic 


“This is my ‘country house.’ 
| also have a duplex in the city.” 


MCT Campus Comic 
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grade because you 
don’t agree with 
them. 


vi the people 
that feel as though 
their opinion is 
right, thus you are 


to get cold out. 
Wait, actually we 
like this. 


you who don’t 
thank people for the 
little things. For 
example, opening 
the door for you, 
when they easily 
could have let it hit 
you in the face. 


eérs to...... those of 
you who insist on 
texting in the hall- 
way, when someone 
clearly needs to get 


by. 


Jeers to.... people 
who donate to 
charity and expect 
something back in 

return. 


you did. Be honest 
and admit it already. 


For a song 


Buying just one set of the gifts in each 
verse of the “Twelve Days of Christmas” 
will set you back $24,263 this year, 

a modest increase of 3.5 percent over last 
year. But the cost of all 364 gifts — the 
iteris repeated across the songs verses — 
tops $100,000 for the first time, according 
to PNC Wealth Management. 


Swans-a- 
swimming 


$6,300 


NOTE 
Prices 
rounded 


PNC Christmas Price index 


Cost of assembling the 12 days of Christmas 


$12,673 


1990 1992 1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 “40 


1984 1986 1988 


Quote of the Day 
From our friend at ‘The Office 


“In the wild, there is no health care. In the wild, health care is, 
"Ow, I hurt my leg. I can't run. A lion eats me and I'm dead." 
Well, ['m not dead. I'm the lion, you're dead.” é 


-Words of wisdom from Dwight Schrute 


ways) for working 
hard. It is tough to | 
complete so much | 
work in so little} 
time. But, it is 
worth it. Well, at 
least that is what 


professors as well! | 
They have been 
working hard all 
semester long to 
ensure that students} 
minds are bein 
enriched. Also, it | 
can’t be easy at this} 
time of year when 
they have other | 
obligations as well. } 


oA 
Cheers to... | 
Giuliana Rancic for 
being so brave in 
her battle with 


campus organiza- 

tions that are put- 

ting in so much 

effort toward col- 

lecting items for 
those less fortunate. 
Your efforts are not 
in vain. ! 


Lady 
Gaga for being | 
nominated for best } 
album three years in| 
a row! 


Cheers to... The 
occupiers at Occupy 
Boston! 


Cheers to.... Santa | 
Claus. We assure 


nice list. 


